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Mount Mercy Academy
Summer Reading 2021

SUMMER READING

This year, students in all grade levels 9-12 will be required to read one book from the list provided
on page 2 and complete the assignment listed below. The books will contain content that relates to the
Critical Concerns of the Sisters of Mercy.

These critical concerns include:

Earth: We believe in the need for sustainability of life, supporting both a lifestyle and
legislation that acknowledges everyone’s right to water and the need to address
climate change.

Women:               Through our schools, colleges, health-care institutions and spirituality centers, and
through our legislative advocacy, we give special attention to women’s education,
health and spirituality.

Nonviolence:    We work for peace through prayer, education, personal and communal practices of
nonviolence, and legislative advocacy to reduce armed conflicts, gun violence and
human rights abuses.

Immigration:   Believing firmly in the dignity of every person, we work for just and humane
immigration laws in the U.S., address policies that push people to flee their
countries, and examine the global impact of immigration.

Racism:               We believe racism is an evil affecting us all. We work to recognize and dismantle
institutional racism in order to become an anti-racist multicultural community.

Assignments:
1. While you are reading, carefully and thoughtfully annotate the text. A specific list of tips to help you

with annotations is included on page 5 of this packet. You will receive a grade for your annotations
during the first week of school. The rubric for the annotations assignment is included on page 6 of
this packet.

→ PLEASE NOTE: If you borrow your book from the library and annotate with post-it notes,
you MUST make arrangements to keep the book until after the first week of school so your
annotations can be graded. Notes on a separate sheet of paper will not be accepted and no
exceptions will be made.

2. Your English teacher may also choose to give you additional readings, writing assignments, and/or
assessments based on your careful analysis of your summer reading. Please find the course you will
be enrolled in for the 2021-2022 school year beginning on page 3 of this packet to see if there are
any additional requirements.
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Choose ONE of the following selections

BOOK CHOICES

To practice non-violence

Jason Reynolds
Randy Ribay

Ndaba Mandela

Long Way Down (Read the novel in verse, NOT the graphic novel)
Patron Saints of Nothing
Going to the Mountain: Life Lessons from My Grandfather, Nelson
Mandela

To deepen our response to racism

Bryan Stevenson
Cynthia Leitich Smith

Nadine Jolie Courtney

Just Mercy: A True Story of the Fight for Justice**
Hearts Unbroken (juniors and seniors only)
All American Muslim Girl

To reverence the Earth

Kristen Chandler
Jon Krakauer

Michele Murdock

Wolves, Boys and Other Things That Might Kill Me
Into the Wild
A Journey of Courage: The Amazing Story of Sister Dorothy Stang

To embrace our particular concern for women

Margot Lee Shetterly

Amy Tan
Julie Murphy

Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold Story of the Black
Women Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space Race**
The Joy Luck Club
Dumplin’

To stand in solidarity with immigrants

Ruta Sepetys
Yusra Mardini

Warren St. John

Between Shades of Gray
Butterfly: From Refugee to Olympian, My Story of Rescue, Hope and
Triumph
Outcasts United: The Story of a Refugee Soccer Team that Changed a
Town#

** Incoming freshmen may choose to read the young readers’ version
# This young readers’ version is suitable for grades 9-12
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Additional Course Requirements

English 9

Please complete the summer reading assignment ONLY. In addition to the assignment listed above, you will
also receive a grade based on your participation in activities related to the book that will take place during
the first week of school.

Because there is only one required book this year, please use the extra time to read novels of your own
choosing.

English 9 Honors

Please complete the summer reading assignment ONLY. In addition to the assignment listed above, you will
also receive a grade based on your participation in activities related to the book that will take place during
the first week of school.

Because there is only one required book this year, please use the extra time to read novels of your own
choosing.

English 10

Please complete the summer reading assignment ONLY. In addition to the assignment listed above, you will
also receive a grade based on your participation in activities related to the book that will take place during
the first week of school.

Because there is only one required book this year, please use the extra time to read novels of your own
choosing.

English 10 Honors

1. Read and annotate your summer reading selection.
2. Read and annotate Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford.
3. Be prepared to take a written test on Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet in September.  You will

also complete an in-class essay on the two works you read.

English 11

1. Read and annotate your summer reading selection.
2. Read and annotate Hiroshima by John Hersey. It should be from 1989 or newer and have 5 chapters.
3. Be prepared to take a written test on Hiroshima in September. You will also complete an in-class

essay the first week of classes.
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AP English Language (11th Grade)

1. Read and annotate your summer reading selection.
2. Read and annotate My Antonia by Willa Cather.
3. Be prepared to take written tests on My Antonia in September. You will also complete an in-class

essay the first week of classes.

English 12

Please complete the summer reading assignment ONLY. In addition to the assignment listed above, you will
also receive a grade based on your participation in activities related to the book that will take place during
the first week of school.

Because there is only one required book this year, please use the extra time to read novels of your own
choosing.

AP English Literature (12th Grade)

Requirements:
1. Read and annotate your summer reading selection.
2. Read and annotate three additional selections: Counting Descent by Clint Smith, Fahrenheit 451 by

Ray Bradbury, and Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare.
- After reading and annotating, you should make a list of thematic similarities among these

three texts.

During the first two weeks of classes, you will demonstrate your careful reading and thoughtful analysis of
the required reading through:

1. Your annotations of the selections. Please review the annotation tips (page 5) and rubric (page 6).
2. Your composition of an AP-style essay which requires you to demonstrate your analysis of the texts.
3. Additional analytical activities and discussions that will require you to use your annotations and

thematic similarities notes.
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Annotation Tips
The goal of annotating is to create a conversation between yourself and the text you are reading in
order to develop a deeper meaning of the material. When you are reading, have a pencil and a
highlighter (or multiple highlighters) close by and follow the strategies listed below. Keep in mind
that you do not necessarily need to use every strategy on every page of the text.

1. Record keywords, or topics, in the margins whenever you encounter the topic in the text.

2. Make brief notes at the top of the page or on sticky notes to mark important plot events. At the
end of a section or chapter, write yourself a brief summary of what happened.

3. If you are having difficulty understanding, stop and read again. Sometimes it is helpful to break a
difficult passage or even sentence down into parts and try to understand it a little at a time. It is
okay to do this. Good readers do it all the time. You may want to use a sticky note or the margin to
write down your interpretation of the difficult text.

4. Use check marks, asterisks, arrows, stars, etc. to mark important items or details. If you
highlight, you could use different colors for different things and create a key for your color codes.

5. Circle or highlight words that are unfamiliar or unusual. Try to figure out what the words mean
through the way they are used; supplement your guesses by consulting a dictionary.

6. Highlight phrases that describe important characters and places (characterization and setting).

7. Highlight words, images, and details that seem to form a pattern, or motif, throughout the text.
These patterns usually will lead the close reader to discover a thematic idea.

8. Mark passages that you think might be symbolic.

9. Highlight the use of figurative language and other literary devices. Look specifically for the
common ones (simile, metaphor, allusion) and consider the author’s purpose for using that element
in the story. It would be a good idea to take some notes in the margin so you will remember what
you were thinking.

10. If you get an idea, write it down! It may never occur to you again. If a question pops into your
head, write it down in the margin and continue reading to see if you discover the answer.

11. Write notes when you formulate an opinion about a character, setting, or event. Document any
inferences you make while reading. Make connections to previous sections of the text. Record your
feelings, reactions, and comments with words and/or symbols (ex: lol, OMG, WHAT???).

12. Don’t highlight/underline/mark everything!! If you mark too much, nothing will stand out and you
will have defeated the purpose of annotating.
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Annotation RUBRIC
Excellent: 30 points
Text has been thoroughly annotated with questions, observations, and reflections of the
content as well as the author’s writing; variety of topics marked for discussion; variety of
literary devices marked.  Comments demonstrate analysis and interpretation – thinking goes
beyond the surface level of the text. Thoughtful connections are made to other texts, life
experiences.  Marginal comments accomplish a great variety of purposes.  Consistent
markings appear throughout text (not bunched).

Proficient: 20-25 points
Text has been annotated reasonably well with questions, observations, and/or reflections of
the content as well as the writing.  Comments demonstrate some analysis and interpretation
– thinking somewhat beyond the surface level of the text. Attempts at making connections
are evident.  Marginal comments accomplish a variety of purposes.  Some lapses in entries
exist; may be sporadic

Adequate: 10-15 points
Text has been briefly annotated.  Commentary remains mostly at the surface level. The
commentary suggests thought in specific sections of the text rather than throughout. There
is little or no attempt to make connections.

Inadequate: 0- 5 points
Text has little to no annotations. The notes do not reveal a close reading of the text.

Source:
http://desotoisd-eastms.ss10.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_166985/File/teachers//annotation_rubric.pdf

http://desotoisd-eastms.ss10.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_166985/File/teachers//annotation_rubric.pdf

